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in the early pat of April 1951, fred Oelssnor, Member of the Politbiivo of the
SED, gave a lecture dealing with the resolutions of the 55D Central Commitiee
at its 5th neeting, before an assenbly of picked SED members. The following
points raised by Oeliesner appear worth reporting:

The re-examination of Party memborships hss been blighted and its purpose de-
feated by the so~called "Versoehnlertum” (i.e., an excessive tendency to forgive).
Bvsn before Hermann Jatern submitted nis report to the Central Cormittee, the

. Politb#iro had recognized the dangers inherent in "Versoshnlertum" and correctly

diagnosed it as an outgrowth of "Opportunisms”. The quota of members to be
excleded had officially been set at between 8 and 10%. Instead the following
has resulted: 95 X of the Party membership have been issued a new Party docu-
nent. Two percent have been reduced ta the statas of candidates. Two percent;
heve been eliminated from the Party rolls. Only % £ have been ousted. What is
the reason for this? The base and district commissions shirked responsibility.
There was a growing tendency on the part of the base cormissions to refer case,,
to the district commissions who in turn shirked responaibility.

The re-examination of Party memberships has revealed ieny ideological weaknessys.
Particulazly the Party schools are to be blamed for this. Their teachings havg
not been sufficiently linked with the practical tasks of the Party. lowever, the
re~examinaticn of Party memberships has also yielded a musber of successful den~
velopments: Exceptional activation of Party work has been noted, particulerly
expressed in an increased Perticipation in the "larteilehrjahr®, The following
individual commitments { Selbstverpflichtungen) have alseo insreased: a. efforty
to raise ithe membars? idevlogical lewel; b. the taking on of additionsl Party !’
functions: c. improved work in industrial production. (io improvement has heer,
noted in respect to work in the mass orgarmigations) llew cadres hawe been :
discovered and developed. .ork in the Party examination comnissions hag conve ed,
To those Pariy wmembers engaged in it, new experiences in Party work. - They ha"r&
been able to form a true picture of conditions in the Payty. w

Considerable nmisunderstandings prevail about the theory. of the just and unjust
war. Our peace propaganda may have Ueen partially 4o Dlame Jor this 3 it bears
certain pacifist characteristics. The basic charactor of the Rusgo-Finnish Wor
in 1939, the attitude adopted by the USSR vhen Ceschosiovalis was attacked, a:n:
the Russo-Cerman non-aggression pact in 1939 are often not fully wnderstood. |
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Jur alliance with tae farming ponulation has also nnt been comnrehended, RIAS
contends that we sre planning to collectivize farms in our mne, They are in-
tent on disturbing our allisnce with the farmers. Objectively speaking, it
must be conceded that certain existing conditions sunvort this trend, viz., the
activities of MAS and the tendencies among new settlers to cooveraste with each
other along collective lines.

In our relstionshin with the USSR, we have entered a new phese. Lt i% nog
sufficient to know all about its accomnlishments. e wusi now procssd to the
practical anplication of the exveriences and accomolishments of the USSR. That

1s the reason why we are sending so many delegations to the USSR.
Current conditions esll for the imverative neceselty of strengthening the Party
functionary apnaratus., The tran<fer of Party functionaries to State vositions
nas to cease. ‘e should aim et making the distriet secretary stronger than the
Landrat (rﬂnking State official in a distriet) and the secti n chief of the
Leconomic Sectisn in the various SED Lang Directorates stronsor than the
Linisters of Feonomic Affairs. The Karl Harx Academy nust stift its emnhasis
from training provagendists to treining Party secretaries.
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